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Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a character part detecting method for 
accurately detecting only the edge of a character part and performing image processing 
suitable for the character part by detecting the start point and end point of the edge as 
an edge pair, discriminating the edge pair as a character part when an interval between 
edge pairs has prescribed image features and switching image processing on the 
poststage corresponding to the discriminated result. 

SOLUTION: On a concerned line, an edge detecting means 102 detects the edge start 
point. When the edge start point is detected, next, the edge detecting means 102 
detects the edge end point. When the edge end point is detected, the interval with the 
start point is stored in a temporary storage means 105 as edge pair and an edge pair 
evaluating means 103 evaluates the edge pair. When the edge pair is not greater than a 
threshold value, it is discriminated as character. The discriminated result of the edge 
pair is registered in the temporary storage means 105. The character part discriminated 
result is dispatched from a detected result output means 106 to a means for switching 
image processing on the poststage and the result is utilized. 
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